
Christmas Letter to Parishioners

Dear Beloved Parishioners,

As we gather to celebrate our salvation at the coming of Christ this Christmas and say “goodbye” to 
2022, it’s also a time to look back on the past year, consider the graces and challenges God has given 
to us, and, to above all, be grateful. We begin by looking back to last January when the BLT 
(Bellarmine Leadership Team) and I met for a multiple day off-site to plan for the year. Goals of 
growing the children’s choir, bereavement ministry, starting faith sharing groups such as the Bible 
Family Groups, and on-going leadership development were made priorities and were accomplished 
throughout the year. In January we also blessed our Bibles and emphasized praying with Sacred 
Scripture and becoming more familiar with the Word of God. I think we all grew in our love for the 
Word of God this past year. 

During February we celebrated Mardi Gras with the burning of the palms to make ashes for Ash 
Wednesday and got to taste a whole lot of capirotadas! It was a wonderful celebration! 

In March and April we had the Rite of Sending for our candidates and catechumens. In March we 
also had our FIRST EVER pilgrimage with our Confirmation youth from St. Michael’s in Weimar to 
Dubina to Ammansville. It was a very special time for them to spend with the parents, sponsors, and 
one another. 

Then, as we prepared for Easter we had a penance service where Bishop Cahill and 8 priests heard 
confessions for three hours – 32 total hours of confession! And who can forget Good Friday, the 
living stations of the cross and the Pesame? How beautiful and moving to meditate on the suffering 
Jesus went through for us. 

In February and April I also was able to attend the weddings of my brother Kyle and his wife Teddy 
as well as my cousin Mitchell and his wife Katelyn in Fort Worth. Both were beautiful celebrations 
for beautiful couples. 

In May we celebrated Cinco de Mayo and Francisco Rosas was accepted as a candidate in his 
deaconate formation at Our Lady of Victory Cathedral. He is already halfway through his deaconate 
formation! Please continue to pray for him and his wife Lupe. 

At the end of May Joe took off to walk 500 miles of the Camino de Santiago and came back after 
making this pilgrimage across Spain in the first part of July when he shared so many graces with us 
of this rich and ancient pilgrimage. 

During June I had the opportunity to take some time for vacation and went up to Glacier National 
Park with my good friend Fr. Orrin Halepeska where we got to hike with the bears, see glaciers, 
waterfalls, and get refreshed in body and spirit as we relished the beauty of creation. Then in July, 
after three years because of Covid, we were able to go back down to Antigua, Guatemala to visit our 
friends at Las Obras Sociales del Santo Hermano Pedro and bring them news of the advances the 
Fr. Dan Morales Endowment had made and they were so full of joy. It was such a rich experience 
seeing God provide for them. Straight from there we had the Divine Renovation Conference in 



Dallas where the BLT and other leaders from the parish went to learn about parish renewal. We 
came back on fire and ready to help others continue to grow in their relationship with God. 

Also in July Fr. Augustine joined us here at St. Robert’s as the parochial vicar and he has been such a 
tremendous help to me in caring for our parishioners. In just three weeks he was saying Mass and 
preaching in Spanish. I call it a miracle and I honestly don’t know how I did it without him before. 
He is a blessing from God for us.

In July we also developed our Vision Board so that we could see where the Lord was leading us. 
Scenes of heaven, unity, helping one another at different stages in our journey, St. Robert’s as a field 
hospital, and overflowing abundance came up as images to guide us forward as a family of faith. 
This vision enables us to live out our values of humility, growth, spirituality, loving, and 
evangelization. We had a whole homily series just on these values!  

In August our Welcome Home and Discipleship Formation began again. The most fruitful part of 
this formation has been the equipping of parents to raise their children in the faith. We will keep 
helping parents grow in their faith and hand it on to their children and this endeavor is producing a 
lot of fruit. 

In September, after many delays and difficulties, Bishop Cahill came to bless Casa San Roberto, 
which now stands as a beautiful, secure place for the priests and seminarians that will serve St. 
Robert’s into the foreseeable future. It is a quiet sanctuary where priests can be renewed and can 
meet with parishioners in a domestic setting. I am so grateful for all who worked together to make 
this dream a reality. They do not want their names to be mentioned, but we are grateful for their 
sacrifices and service to our parish.

In October we had an amazing parish festival that was more fun and more successful than anything 
we have ever had in the past, all thanks to our amazing leaders and you, our outstanding 
parishioners. At the festival Jimmie Triska finally got a chance to shave my beard while Fr. 
Augustine is cooking Ghanaian food for parishioners. We also managed to raise $137,000 for our 
parish – which is $30,000 more than we have ever made, and it is all thanks to the love, friendship, 
and hard work of our parishioners. These funds go to helping us cover our parish expenses and 
hopefully bringing sisters to the parish in the next few years (it’s a process).

Right after the festival I went on a much needed 8 day silent Ignatian retreat. I met with my spiritual 
director Sr. Aline Plante every day and I am still unpacking the graces I received from this retreat. If 
you have never gone on a silent retreat, I can’t recommend them highly enough. St. Peter Upon the 
Water in Ingram, Texas and the Marie Joseph Spiritual Center in Biddeford, Maine are my top two 
recommendations for silent retreats.  

During the month of November we honored our deceased loved ones with the FIRST EVER 
bilingual Mass at Holy Cross Cemetery. It was a beautiful and holy evening -one not soon forgotten. 
We also brought pictures of our loved ones to Mass and remembered them throughout the month 
of November. At the end of November we also had our Christ the King procession from St. 
Robert’s to St. Philip’s. It was a beautiful Eucharistic procession attended by all who acknowledge 
Christ as our King. 



Finally, we rounded out the year with our December celebrations of Our Lady of Guadalupe with a 
procession, Kermesse, and mañanitas. Many different leaders of the parish came together to 
celebrate our Mother and our Mother in return held off the rain for us. Especially touching was 
Dcn. Margarito’s emotional blessing of the pilgrims during the procession. We will always be 
indebted to him for all he has done to serve our parish.  

During this past year I have been meeting consistently with the finance council and the endowment 
committee and am pleased to report that our parish has never been in better financial shape thanks 
to your generosity and their stewardship. For the first time ever we have a yearly budget for the 
parish and are looking at how the endowment can help us get sisters here to serve our parishioners. 
This is an exciting vision that comes from the leadership of the endowment and I know we are all 
excited about this developing possibility. With the finance council we are also looking at finally 
getting a road poured around the parish. Several years ago we did a fundraiser for the road, but were 
not able to raise enough funds. We still have those funds and are looking at how to make this road a 
reality, along with several other projects. The finance council has also developed a special projects 
team to help us with small projects like getting a stop sign at 5th street, fencing the northern 
property, and working with the city about the drainage behind the church. We have exciting things 
to come as we take care of our parish home!

A couple of ministry developments that occurred over the past year include the development of the 
Ministerio Hispano, which is a group of twelve leaders from the Hispanic Community who bring me 
the current needs of our community and then we work together to address those needs. One of our 
greatest needs has been vocational advocacy and so we have developed one of the first Hispanic 
Serran Clubs in the United States and I am proud to announce that Carmen Lara is leading this 
dedicated group of parishioners to help our youth discern God’s calling in their lives and to also 
pray for and support our seminarians. 

Altogether we have 28 different ministries in our parish that range from liturgical to parish life to 
social outreach and I couldn’t be more proud of our parishioners and our organizations that are 
helping people grow in their relationship with the Lord. 

So this is where we have been. Where are we going? Over the next year I will be accompanying the 
72 leaders in our parish to establish better friendships and accompany them in their walk with the 
Lord. Having walked with them, the leaders will then be equipped to walk in unity with the rest of 
our parishioners and accompany them wherever they may find themselves in their relationship with 
the Lord, helping them to take their next step in order to grow in their relationship with God. I 
know there have been a lot of structural changes to our parish over the last couple of years, and I 
pray they have been seen as ways to help us grow closer in our relationship with God. In 2023 we 
will simply be working on growing in our friendship with the Lord and with one another and doing 
this in a very intentional way. 

One of the things we are developing to help us grow in our relationship with God and with one 
another is a booklet to help each of us see where we are at individually in our walk with the Lord 
and what our next step might be. This will be developed first with the leadership and might be 
presented to the parish, maybe in 2024. Nothing like this exists currently, but it is essential to have a 



step by step guide along our spiritual journey if we are to accompany one another as we walk toward 
heaven. I very much look forward to developing this resource. 

We have had a tremendous 2022 and we look forward to a year of personal growth for all of us in 
2023. In January we will once again focus on increasing our love and knowledge for Scripture and in 
March Fr. Augustine will be giving a three-day mission on topics of your choosing. We look forward 
to growing in our ability to accompany one another in our walk with the Lord and acknowledge that 
each person is at a different place in their spiritual lives, and that’s ok. We will focus on taking baby 
steps wherever we may be on our spiritual journey. 

A lot of little steps have brought me to completing nine years of priesthood and five years as your 
pastor in 2023. It has been a journey full of a lot of growth and in September Bishop Cahill has 
given me permission to go on a 30 day Ignatian Silent Retreat in Loyola where St. Ignatius had his 
conversion. This has always been a dream of mine and after soaking up my last 8-day silent retreat, I 
feel ready to receive all that the 30 day has to offer. I pray it will be a time for me to look back on 
how God has blessed me in my first ten years of priesthood and prepare me as well for the next ten 
years of priesthood. 

As we look to what lies ahead, we discover that we have a very bright and beautiful future placed 
before us here at St. Robert’s and I am so happy to be a part of what God is doing here. Our 
parishioners continue to flourish in ways that surprise me and it is my privilege to see you become 
the person God dreams and knows you can be. Please know of my love, prayers, and support for 
you as we grow in holiness together. Let’s enjoy the journey to heaven! Buen Camino!

With Love and Gratitude,

Fr. Philip Brune

P.S. If you have any questions or need to contact me, an easy way is through e-mail at 
Philip.l.brune@gmail.com


